Story Maps Assignment Student Instructions
In this assignment you will learn to use spatial analysis to better understand 6 geographic theaters of WWII using the
Story Maps ArcGIS online template. Your group will create a Story Map relating to WWII and you will share your Story
Map with your classmates.
STEPS
:
1. Before getting started I recommend taking a look at a sample gallery on the ArcGIS website to give you an
idea of what a Story Map looks like (click here: 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/gallery/#s=0
).
2. Please walk through the following story map someone else made on WWII. You won’t be making something
exactly like this but it will give you an idea of how powerful a story map can be in helping other people
understand an important sequence of events.
http://arcgiscontent.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=1ae674dcf9c2440197b36bff5771
8e08
3. Story maps are all about telling a story so you need to find a compelling story to tell. For this assignment your
group will be telling the story of WWII through the lens of a particular geographic region. You will highlight
key battles and the role of geography in those battles.
Group Topics Include
:
a. The Blitzkrieg & “Phony” War
b. Japan’s Conquest of East Asia
c. The Eastern Front with Russia
d. Invasion of North Africa
e. The Island Hopping Campaign
f. The Western Invasion from DDay
4. After choosing geographic region your group will do a bit of research to help you understand what happened
in your region and its significance in the war as a whole. You must find at least 3 quality sources (either
journal articles or 
reputable
news sources online) and one source must be a primary source document. This
information will help you tell the story of your battlefront when you begin building your story map. You will
cite these sources at the end of your Story Map.
5. In order for you to create a story map, you will need to use 35 photos and/or maps that help describe your
theater of war. Please make sure your photos come from a legitimate source and make sure you cite the
sources for all of your information (including your photos) at the end of your Story Map. Once you have
downloaded and saved your images you will need to proceed to the next step.
6. Create a Google+ account and upload the photos there (make sure that the album is open to the public).
Google has a help feature if you need to know how to create a Google + account.
7. Go back to the Esri page for story maps (http://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/) and follow the link titled “Create
Story” under the “Get Started Right Away!” section. Click on any of the mapmaking options. I recommend
clicking on “Ask the Pros” to walk you through a series of questions about what type of map is the right fit for
you.
8. Once you click on the type of map you are going to create it will take you to the ArcGIS sign in page. Follow
the link at the bottom for creating a public account because you are a student with no money (ha!) and it is
free. Fill in the appropriate information and hold onto the username and password. I recommend using the
Google + account you set up earlier (it will make importing your pictures much easier).

9. When you are ready to start your map, it will prompt you to select where you would like to get your
information. You can choose from maps in the ArcGIS database or upload your own (whichever make more
sense for you). You may need to download a map from a news source to use as a base map if you can’t find
something you need in the ArcGIS database. If you have photos to use on your Google+ then select the
“Picasa” icon and type in your email. Now the fun begins!
10. Use descriptive captions and titles and make it your own, and feel free to change the base map. Don’t make it
too wordy as you describe your photos and maps, but your captions should be able to adequately describe
the story of the battle front your group is highlighting. Use the “Help” feature at the top of the App
Configuration page to guide you as you create this story. You can also check out the links below to give you
some more guidance about how to refine your story. Make sure that you view some stories in the Gallery to
give you some ideas on how to proceed.
11. If everything doesn’t come to you right away spend some time playing around with the database. If you are
having a lot of trouble contact Story Map Support (see link below).
Helpful Websites
:
1.

“How to Make a Story Map”
http://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/howto/

2.

“Story Map Support”
http://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/support/

3.

Explore the Gallery for examples and ideas:
http://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/gallery/#s=0&n=30&d=1

Requirements
:
Element

Point Value

A concise and well written narrative (titles and captions are relevant and descriptive).

10

Creative and visually pleasing design which includes appropriate and high resolution pictures.

5

Evidence of use of 35 appropriate journal articles or news stories 
including one primary source
document
.
All information cited properly in APA format.

5

35 appropriate pictures used in a way that helps enhance the story.

5

At least 5 detailed “Slides” or “Bullets” (depending on how you set up your story map). The
viewer should be walked through 5 steps or elements of the story of the battle front. The
information should be presented clearly with appropriate detail.

30

TOTAL

60

5

Submitting your Story Map
:
When you are finished you will submit the link of your completed Story Map. When you save it, it will be under “My
Content” in your Esri user account. To access your saved map go to the following link and sign in:
http://www.arcgis.com/home/ Click the “My Content” link at the top. Your user folder directory should appear on the
left hand side of the screen. Click on that folder and then click on your map. Copy and paste the URL of your Story
Map and provide it to me in the text section for this assignment submission. Make sure your story map is public and
published so your fellow students can view the map!

