Fun Facts: St. Patrick’s Day–March 17
Irish-American Heritage Month
TEACHING GUIDE
About Fun Facts
Fun Facts are student-friendly handouts that tie statistics from the U.S. Census Bureau to holidays, anniversaries,
and other observances. These fact sheets, although originally created for teachers to use in classrooms, are easily
adapted for use at home to keep kids entertained and learning. They are designed to be used at varying grade
levels and across different subjects.

Using St. Patrick’s Day Fun Facts in the Classroom or at Home
Teachers and parents/caregivers should give student(s) time to read and digest the information in the St. Patrick’s
Day Fun Facts handout. Below is a list of ideas for using the fact sheet with students at any grade level:

Any Grade Level
Discussion. Use the fact sheet as a springboard for class or at-home discussions. Potential discussion questions include:
• What fact(s) did you find to be most interesting and why?
• Did any questions come to mind while you were reviewing the data?
Job market analysis. Suggest students explore the list of occupations in the fact sheet and write down a field they think
they’d like to work in, the level of education they would need to pursue it, and the reason for their choice. Students can then share
their desired career with the class or someone at home. To guide younger students, identify the level of education needed for the
listed occupations. Older students can discuss why more education correlates with higher earnings or whether they think paying for
college is a good return on investment.
Birthplace of Irish-American presidents. Exactly half (23) of U.S. presidents trace some of their roots to Ireland.
Have students view this data table <https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?g=0500000US51790_
1600000US0686832,2940376&tid=DECENNIALPL2020.P1> to find the current birthplace populations of these former presidents
that also have Irish roots: Woodrow Wilson (Staunton, Virginia), Harry S. Truman (Lamar, Missouri), and Richard Nixon (Yorba
Linda, California). Then, have students compare the information they find to the Irish-American Presidents section of the handout.
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Elementary School Level
Tools for the job. Help students come up with jobs that fit into the groupings of occupations in the “Lucky Charms” section
of the fact sheet—and tools workers need to do those jobs. For example, a biologist would be in a “scientific” occupation and might
need a microscope, test tubes, and a computer to do their job. Students can then select an occupation (it doesn’t’ have to be listed in
the groupings) and draw pictures of tools they think are needed to do it.
Facts about my state. Discuss data in the “Everything Irish!” section with students and work with them to identify
interesting facts about the state where they live like the median age, the capital, the number of toy stores, the state’s nickname, and
more. Students can use the State Facts for Students tool at <www.census.gov/schools/resources/data-tools/state-facts.html> to aid
their research.

Middle School Level
Luckiest places. Ask students to conduct research on the economy, employment, education, and history of each place listed in
the “Places With the Luckiest Names” section. Suggest they visit <www.census.gov> and type the name of each place in the search
box to find this and other interesting data about each one. Students can use the information discovered during their research to
determine if the name of each place has special meaning.
Irish ancestry. Using data in the “Golden State of Irish Ancestry” section, teachers or parents/caregivers can help students
come up with possible reasons Massachusetts and New Hampshire have the highest number of people of Irish ancestry. Suggest
they use the data.census.gov tool <data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B04006&g=0100000US%240400000&tid=ACSDT1Y2019.
B04006> to determine the states with the lowest number of people of Irish ancestry, and to look for any trends.

High School Level
Persuasive pitch. Have students identify ways their state can start an annual tradition for St. Patrick’s Day and use their ideas
to write a persuasive letter to their state representatives telling them why they believe it’s important to make such a move.
Golden marketing. As noted in the Fun Facts handout, Congress proclaimed March Irish-American Heritage Month. Have
students work with a partner to develop an advertising campaign to celebrate the month and then share their ideas and discuss the
role and importance of advertising.
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