Technology and the Silk Road



Book Second. Part I.
Chapter XXX. Concerning The Black Stones That Are Dug In Cathay, And Are Burnt For Fuel

It is a fact that all over the country of Cathay there is a kind of black stone existing in beds in the mountains, which they dig out and burn like firewood. If you supply the fire with them at night, and see that they are well kindled, you will find them still alight in the morning; and they make such fine fuel that no other is used throughout the country. It is true that they have plenty of wood also, but they do not burn it, because those stones burn better and cost less. 
	[Moreover with the vast number of people and the number of baths they maintain—for every one has such a bath at least three times a week, and in winter if possible every day, whilst every nobleman and man of wealth has a private bath for his own use—the wood would not suffice for the purpose.]

Use this source in conjunction with the visual aid to answer the following questions:

What types of technology does Marco Polo mention that are used in China but had not yet been introduced to Europe? How important are these technologies today? How were they used then? How are they used now?
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