Ghana, Mali and Songhai (1050-1530)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, social and religious structures of African civilizations. You may also use a political and physical maps of Africa to help you answer these questions (RA18-RA19). All answers should be written in your composition book with today’s date and title of this assignment.
1. Look at all three maps. What was the largest empire in West Africa in:
a. 1050?
b. 1337?
c. 1530?

2. What do the:
a. red circles represent?
b. green circles represent? 

3. Which group would incorporate changes to traditional cultural characteristics? Explain how geography influenced that culture more than the other. 

4. The boundaries of these empires do not closely resemble modern political boundaries.  How do you think the boundaries for earlier empires were created?

	Quotes from Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali: 

	“[He] showed them [Sundiata and his advisors] round the fortresses of Tabon and had them admire the huge iron gates and the king’s arsenals.”

“present yourself at the royal granaries where you will receive the grain I promised you; the cows and calves are already yours.”




5. How would the quotes above demonstrate that the specialization of labor was present West African empires?

Using information from the map, quotes and your prior knowledge of these civilizations, what explanation can be provided to justify the locations of commercial and cultural centers? (Answer Burger)



