Silk Road & Eurasian Trade, 400–1500

Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, social and religious impacts related to the Silk Road. You may also use a political and physical maps of Asia to help you answer these questions (RA20-RA23). All answers should be written in your composition book with today’s date and title of this assignment.
1. According to this map, the Silk Road would have started in which Chinese city and ended in which city; located in modern Iraq?

2. According to the legend, what do the other lines represent?

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Which would have been a major item of value to trade for the following:

a. Africa?
b. India?
c. Southeast Asia?

4. Which geographic factors would have aided trade and which would have impeded trade in this global network?
	Excerpts from The Book of Golden Meadows, Masoudi
	Excerpts from The Travels of Marco Polo

	“Another historian relates that Abu'l Atahiyah, on a certain New Year's Day, presented Al Mahdi with a Chinese vase containing perfumes.”
“Mamoun was astonished at the generosity of the merchant.”
“When I came to the porch of a lofty mansion, whence issued a delicious odor of spices and dressed meats, by which I was strongly attracted. I addressed a passer-by, and asked to whom the house belonged. 'To a linen-merchant,'”
“…his horses shall be confiscated for the service of God in war…”
	“The length of this Desert is so great that 'tis said it would take a year and more to ride from one end of it to the other. And here, where its breadth is least, it takes a month to cross it. 'Tis all composed of hills and valleys of sand, and not a thing to eat is to be found on it.”
“[T]he vast concourse of merchants and other strangers, who, drawn [there] by the court, are continually arriving and departing. To this city [Beijing] everything that is most rare and valuable in all parts of the world finds its way; and more especially does this apply to India, which furnishes precious stones, pearls, and various drugs and spices.”



Using information from the map, quotes and your prior knowledge of the Silk Road, demonstrate the effects and implications of the trade produced with the Silk Road and other trade routes. (Answer Burger)
