Maya Civilization, 250–900/Aztec Empire, 1431–1521/Inca Empire, 1438–1532

Students compare and contrast the geographic, political, religious, social, and economic structures of the Mesoamerican and Andean civilizations. Students analyze reasons for movement of people from Europe to the Americas, describing the impact of exploration by Europeans and American Indians. You may also use a political and physical maps of the world to help you answer these questions (RA8-RA11). All answers should be written in your composition book with today’s date and title of this assignment.
1. Which civilizations are on the continent of North America? South America?

2. Which civilizations has access to both the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans?

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Which civilization was not conquered by Europeans?

4. Considering physical geographic features and climate, which civilization do you think was more difficult to maintain? Explain.
	Hernan Cortés: from Second Letter to Charles V, 1520 (on Tenochtitlan)
	 Pedro de Cieza de Léon: Chronicles of the Incas, 1540

	This city has many public squares, in which are situated the markets and other places for buying and selling.

…here are daily assembled more than sixty thousand souls, engaged in buying and selling; and where are found all kinds of merchandise that the world affords, embracing the necessaries of life, as for instance articles of food, as well as jewels of gold and silver, lead, brass, copper, tin, precious stones, bones, shells, snails, and feathers… 

There is a street for game, where every variety of birds in the country are sold, as fowls, partridges, quails, wild ducks, fly-catchers, widgeons, turtledoves, pigeons, reed-birds, parrots, sparrows, eagles, hawks, owls, and kestrels; they sell likewise the skins of some birds of prey, with their feathers, head, beak, and claws. There are also sold rabbits, hares, deer, and little dogs [i.e., the Chihuahua], which are raised for eating. 

There is also an herb street, where may be obtained all sorts of roots and medicinal herbs that the country affords. 

There are apothecaries' shops, where prepared medicines, liquids, ointments, and plasters are sold; barbers' shops, where they wash and shave the head; and restaurateurs that furnish food and drink at a certain price. 

There are all kinds of green vegetables…fruits also of numerous descriptions …honey and wax from bees, and from the stalks of maize, which are as sweet as the sugar-cane…

This great city contains a large number of temples, or houses, for their idols…

Among these temples there is one which far surpasses all the rest, whose grandeur of architectural details no human tongue is able to describe

This noble city contains many fine and magnificent houses…
	It is told for a fact of the rulers of this kingdom that in the days of their rule they had their representatives in the capitals of all the provinces, for in all these places there were larger and finer lodgings than in most of the other cities of this great kingdom, and many storehouses.

In all these capitals the Incas had temples of the Sun, mints, and many silversmiths who did nothing but work rich pieces of gold or fair vessels of silver…

The tribute paid by each of these provinces, whether gold, silver, clothing, arms and all else they gave, was entered in the accounts of those who kept the quipus…

…the Inca and the governors knew which of the Indians were poor, the women who had been widowed, whether they were able to pay their taxes, and how many men they could count on in the event of war, and many other things they considered highly important.

The Incas took care to see that justice was meted out, so much so that nobody ventured to commit a felony or theft. 

As this kingdom was so vast, in each of the many provinces there were many storehouses filled with supplies and other needful things

No one who was lazy or tried to live by the work of others was tolerated; everyone had to work…if he had his health, he worked and lacked for nothing; and if he was ill, he received what he needed from the storehouses. 

And no rich man could deck himself out in more finery than the poor, or wear different clothing…



Using information from the map, quotes and your prior knowledge what describe the similarities and differences between the Aztec and Inca civilizations? (Answer Burger)
