

Rise and Fall of Shogun Japan, 552–1868

Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, social and religious impacts related to Shogun Japan. You may also use a political and physical maps of Europe to help you answer these questions (RA20-RA23). All answers should be written in your composition book with today’s date and title of this assignment.
1. How many capitals are there on the map? 

2. What reason is provided for having more than one capital? 

3. Which capital would be considered the more cultural or historic capital? Provide an explanation.

4. Which is the capital today? Provide an explanation why you think the change was made.

5. According to the map, what elements of Chinese culture did Japan adopt?

6. Investigate the Japanese Feudal Structure 1467-1867 pyramid.  What, if any, similarities do you see between it and other civilizations? 
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Tale of Genji

	“He [Genji] thought that Yugiri should go to the university to become a minister of state. So he put him in the sixth rank of the university, which surprised people who had expected that Yugiri would be promoted rapidly. Genji had a strong intention to promote the solid education of knowledge. Genji conducted mock examinations the day before the exam, inviting tutors to attend. Yugiri studied hard and passed the test for formal commencement of studies within six months. Genji was satisfied with Yugiri’s result.”

	“The attached letter wished her happiness and long life. He [Genji] wrote it with Kana phonetic script in a bad hand [Genji has poor hand writing]. Nakanokimi was much moved, for she knew he was not accustomed to write in Kana [traditional Japanese calligraphy].”

“Genji collected books and scrolls for her library. He invited the finest calligraphers to create masterpieces. Selecting poems from these admired anthologies, Genji tried several styles with fine results, formal and cursive Chinese and the more radically cursive Japanese “ladies hand”. He secluded himself as before in the main hall for concentration.”

	And the whole world still mourned Genji. It was as if a light had gone out. For his ladies, for his grandchildren, for others who had been close to him, the sadness was of course more immediate and intense, and they were constantly being reminded of Murasaki too. It is true, they all thought: the cherry blossoms of spring are loved because they bloom so briefly. 



Using information from the map, quotes and your prior knowledge explain the influence of China upon Japan. (Answer Burger)




