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	The student response:
· Focuses on topics or makes claims directly related to the question.
· Introduces the topic or claim with accuracy and clarity and groups related information together.
· Develops the topic or claim with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.
· Provides a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.
· Links ideas across categories of information.
· Consistently utilizes appropriate social studies language and vocabulary correctly to inform or explain the topic.
· Produces information appropriate for the task, purpose, and audience.
· Demonstrates an overall command of the conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics, although minor errors may occur, these errors do not detract from overall comprehensibility.
	The student response:
· Focuses on topics or makes claims directly related to the question.
· Introduces the topic or claim with accuracy and clarity.
· Develops the topic or claim with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.
· Creates cohesion and clarity of relationships among ideas and concepts.
· Utilizes appropriate social studies terminology correctly to inform about or explain the topic.
· Establishes and maintains an objective tone.
· Provides a conclusion that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
· Produces information appropriate for the task, purpose, and audience.
· May contain minor errors in grammar and mechanics, but these errors do not detract from overall comprehensibility.
	The student response:
· Focuses on topics or makes claims directly related to the question.
· Introduces the topic or claim with accuracy and clarity.
· Provides an analysis of the topic or claim consistently using relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.
· Creates cohesion and clarity of relationships among ideas and concepts.
· Utilizes appropriate social studies terminology to inform about or explain the topic.
· Establishes and maintains an objective tone.
· Provides a conclusion that follows from and is supported by the information or explanation presented.
· May contain minor errors in grammar and mechanics that do not detract from overall comprehensibility.
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	· Focuses on topics or makes claims generally related to the question.
· Introduces the topic or claim with adequate clarity and generally groups related information together.
· Develops the topic or claim with some facts, definitions, details, quotations, or other information and examples.
· Provides a concluding statement or section that is somewhat related to the information or explanation presented.
· Identifies some links	between	ideas across categories of information.
· Frequently uses appropriate social studies language and vocabulary to inform or explain the topic.
· Produces information generally appropriate for the task, purpose, and audience.
· Demonstrates a general command of the conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics; minor errors detract little from overall comprehensibility.
	· Focuses on topics or makes claims generally related to the question.
· Introduces the topic or claim with adequate clarity.
· Develops the topic or claim with some relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, or other information and examples.
· Describes relationships among ideas and concepts.
· Misuses some social studies terminology, creating minor flaws in the information or explanation of the topic.
· Establishes and maintains an objective tone.
· Provides a conclusion that offers some support for the information or explanation presented.
· Produces information generally appropriate for the task, purpose, and audience.
· May contain a few errors in grammar and mechanics, but these errors detract little from overall comprehensibility.
	· Focuses on topics or makes claims generally related to the question.
· Introduces the topic or claim with adequate clarity.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Provides an analysis of the topic or claim frequently using relevant facts, definitions, details, or other information and examples.
· Describes relationships among ideas and concepts.
· Misuses some social studies terminology, creating minor flaws in the information or explanation of the topic.
· Establishes and maintains an objective tone.
· Provides a conclusion that offers some support for the information or explanation presented.
· Produces information generally appropriate for the task, purpose, and audience.
· May contain a few errors in grammar and mechanics that detract little from overall comprehensibility.
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	· Focuses on topics or makes claims partially related to the question.
· Introduces the topic or claim, but with limited clarity and generally does not group related information together.
· Develops the topic or claim with some inadequate support of facts, definitions, details, quotations, or other information and examples.
· Provides a concluding statement or section with little relation to the information or explanation presented.
· Produces some information inappropriate for the task, purpose, or audience.
· Describes some links between ideas across categories of information.
· Occasionally uses appropriate social studies language and vocabulary to inform or explain the topic.
	· Focuses on topics or makes claims partially related to the question.
· Introduces the topic or claim, but with limited clarity.
· Develops the topic or claim with some inadequate support of facts, definitions, details, quotations, or other information and examples.
· Identifies some of the relationships among ideas and concepts.
· Misuses social studies terminology.
· Establishes an objective tone, but introduces some unsupported conjectures.
· Provides a conclusion with little support for the information or explanation presented.
· Produces some information inappropriate for the task, purpose, or audience.
· May contain errors in grammar and mechanics that partially detract from overall comprehensibility.
	· Focuses on topics or makes claims partially related to the question.
· Introduces the topic or claim, but with limited clarity.
· Provides an analysis of the topic or claim occasionally using adequate support of facts, definitions, details, or other information and examples.
· Identifies some of the relationships among ideas and concepts.
· Misuses social studies terminology.
· Establishes an objective tone, but introduces some unsupported conjectures.
· Provides a conclusion with little support for the information or explanation presented.
· Produces some information inappropriate to the task, purpose, or audience.
· May contain errors in grammar and mechanics that partially detract from overall comprehensibility.
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	· Focuses on topics or makes claims unrelated to the question.
· Fails to introduce the topic or claim with clarity and does not group related information.
· Develops the topic or claim with little or no support of facts, definitions, details, quotations, or other information and examples.
· Fails to provide a concluding statement or section that relates to the information or explanation presented.
· Misuses social studies language and vocabulary.
· Produces information inappropriate for the task, purpose, or audience.
· Demonstrates little to no command of the conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics, and these errors detract from comprehensibility.
	· Focuses on topics or makes claims unrelated to the question.
· Fails to introduce the topic or claim or introduction lacks clarity.
· Develops the topic or claim with little or no support of facts, definitions, details, quotations, or other information and examples.
· Fails to identify relationships among ideas and concepts.
· Misuses social studies terminology.
· Fails to establish and maintain an objective tone, introducing opinions and unsupported conjectures.
· Fails to provide a conclusion that contains support for the information or explanation presented.
· Produces information inappropriate for the task, purpose, or audience.
· Contain errors in grammar and mechanics that detract from overall comprehensibility.
	· Focuses on topics or makes claims unrelated to the question.
· Fails to introduce the topic or claim or introduction lacks clarity.
· Provides an analysis of the topic or claim using little or no support of facts, definitions, details, quotations or other information and examples.
· Fails to identify relationships among ideas and concepts.
· Misuses social studies terminology.
· Fails to establish and maintain an objective tone, introducing opinions and unsupported conjectures.
· Fails to provide a conclusion that contains support for the information or explanation presented.
· Produces information inappropriate to the task, purpose, or audience.
· Contains errors in grammar and mechanics that detract from overall comprehensibility.



