Story Map - How the Other Half Lives, Jacob Riis
TN Social Studies standard 5.29: Summarize why the United States was viewed as the land of opportunity by immigrants versus a growing sense of protectionism and nativism by American citizens. (C, P)

Step One:
Background - Immigration to the United States

In the late 1800s, people in many parts of the world decided to leave their homes and immigrate to the United States. Fleeing crop failure, land and job shortages, rising taxes, and famine, many came to the U. S. because it was perceived as the land of economic opportunity. Others came seeking personal freedom or relief from political and religious persecution. With hope for a brighter future, nearly 12 million immigrants arrived in the United States between 1870 and 1900. During the 1870s and 1880s, the vast majority of these people were from Germany, Ireland, and England--the principal sources of immigration before the Civil War. That would change drastically in the next three decades.

Once settled, immigrants looked for work. There were never enough jobs, and employers often took advantage of the immigrants. Men were generally paid less than other workers, and women less than men. Social tensions were also part of the immigrant experience. Often stereotyped and discriminated against, many immigrants suffered verbal and physical abuse because they were "different." 

Step Two:  View Story Map:  http://arcg.is/1zmFZse

Step Three:  Refer to the Story Map and Primary Text with each photo to answer the following questions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]1.  Why do you think Riis was sympathetic to the plight of immigrants?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2.  Immigrants from many different countries lived together in the crowded tenements.  
     List five countries Riis wrote about in his book.  
· ___________________________

· ___________________________

· ___________________________

· ___________________________

· ___________________________




3.  Homelessness is not a new problem in our society.  
     How many young men did Riis estimate slept on the street each night?  
 
________________________________________________________________________

4.  Riis describes a variety of health and safety problems that immigrants faced in 
     the tenements.  
     List three of these problems:
· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________
 

5.  Complete this quotation:  “I know of but one bridge that will carry us over safe, a bridge 
     founded upon _________________ and built of _______________   ________________.” 
    

Writing Activity

Do you believe the immigrants in Jacob Riis’ photographs found the United States to be a land of economic opportunity?   Use evidence from the story map (photographs and primary source text) to support your answer.  You may use an additional sheet of paper if needed!

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
Inference Activity

Jacob Riis was instrumental in the movement to build parks and playgrounds in New York City.  Why do you think he believed playgrounds were needed in the city?  Cite evidence from the story map to support your opinion.  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________


Extension Activity

Background - Muckraking 
Muckrakers were a group of writers in the late 1800s and early 1900's who exposed social and political evils in the United States. They wrote about such problems as child labor, prostitution, racial discrimination, and corruption in business and government. In 1906, President Theodore Roosevelt labeled them muckrakers because he felt they were concerned only with turning up filth. But these writers increased public awareness of social problems and forced government and business to work to solve them.
Nearly all the muckrakers were journalists who wrote for inexpensive monthly magazines, including American Magazine, Collier's, Cosmopolitan, Everybody's Magazine, and McClure's Magazine. Some historians and novelists were also called muckrakers.
Describe how muckraking is used in journalism today.  Compare its use today (social media, blogs, internet) to the 1880s.   Does it still produce positive results?  Cite three examples to support your position.  
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