
Additional Resources for 
incorporating geography in 

8th Grade U.S. History



What is “Spatial Perspective?”

• National Geographic:

“A historical perspective focuses on the temporal dimension of human 
experience (time and chronology), while geography is concerned with 
the spatial dimension of human experience (space and place). 

The space of Earth’s surface is the fundamental characteristic 
underpinning geography. The essential issue of whereness—embodied 
in specific questions such as, “Where is it? Why is it there?” —helps 
humans contemplate the context of spatial relationships in which the 
human story is played out.”



Gershmel’s Spatial Thinking Concepts 



8.15 Compare the government structures and economic base 
and cultural traditions of New France and the English colonies. 
(C, E, G, H, P)

• Resource for comparing 
British, French, and 
Spanish Colonies: 
http://www.granburyisd.o
rg/cms/lib/tx01000552/ce
ntricity/domain/287/fact_
sheet_u1_comparison_of
_eng_fr_sp_col.pdf

http://www.granburyisd.org/cms/lib/tx01000552/centricity/domain/287/fact_sheet_u1_comparison_of_eng_fr_sp_col.pdf


8.15 Compare the government structures and economic base 
and cultural traditions of New France and the English colonies. 
(C, E, G, H, P)

• Resource for comparing 
British, French, and 
Spanish Colonies: 
http://www.saylor.org/site
/wp-
content/uploads/2013/02
/HIST103-1.1.3-
ComparingSettlementPatt
erns-FINAL.pdf

http://www.saylor.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/HIST103-1.1.3-ComparingSettlementPatterns-FINAL.pdf


8.19 Describe the causes, course, and outcome of the 
French and Indian War, including the massacre at Fort 
Loudoun. (C, G, H, P, TN)

• Lesson from NPS on French & Indian War: 
http://www.nps.gov/fone/learn/education/classrooms/fi-unit1.htm

http://www.nps.gov/fone/learn/education/classrooms/fi-unit1.htm


8.19 Describe the causes, course, and outcome of the 
French and Indian War, including the massacre at Fort 
Loudoun. (C, G, H, P, TN)

• National Geographic Map on French & Indian War: 
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/photo/french-and-indian-war/

http://education.nationalgeographic.com/photo/french-and-indian-war/


8.31 Identify the various leaders of the Constitutional 
Convention and analyze the major issues they debated, 
including: [Great Compromise] (C, E, H)
• Lesson from Arizona Alliance on the Great Compromise: 

http://geoalliance.asu.edu/Cartogram

http://geoalliance.asu.edu/Cartogram


8.42 Analyze the impact of the Lewis and Clark Expedition by 
identifying the routes on a map, citing evidence from their 
journals. (C, E, G, H)

• Lessons on Lewis & Clark from PBS:  
http://www.pbs.org/lewisandclark/class/idx_les.html

http://www.pbs.org/lewisandclark/class/idx_les.html


8.42 Analyze the impact of the Lewis and Clark Expedition by 
identifying the routes on a map, citing evidence from their 
journals. (C, E, G, H)

• Lessons on Lewis & Clark from NEA:  
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/lewis-and-clark-expedition-grades-
6-8.html

http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/lewis-and-clark-expedition-grades-6-8.html


8.44 Identify on a map the changing boundaries of the United 
States, including the Convention of 1818 and Adams-Onis
Treaty. (G, P)

• Resources for teaching U.S. border changes: 
https://resourcesforteachingabouttheborder.wordpress.com/mappin
g-boundaries/

https://resourcesforteachingabouttheborder.wordpress.com/mapping-boundaries/


8.44 Identify on a map the changing boundaries of the United 
States, including the Convention of 1818 and Adams-Onis
Treaty. (G, P)

• Geography of a nation – Animated Atlas: 
http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie2.html

http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie2.html


8.45 Analyze the relationship the United States had with Europe, 
including the influence of the Monroe Doctrine (E, G, P)

• Lesson on the Monroe Doctrine: 
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/age-
jackson/resources/monroe-doctrine

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/age-jackson/resources/monroe-doctrine


8.69 Analyze the reasons for and applied by the Supreme Court in the 
Dred Scott v. Sandford case and the resulting divisiveness between the 
North and South. (C, H, P)

Lesson from Arizona Alliance: http://geoalliance.asu.edu/DredScott

http://geoalliance.asu.edu/DredScott


Prompt from AP Government 

8.32 Explain the ratification process and describe the conflict between Federalists and 
Anti-Federalists over ratification, including the need for a Bill of Rights and concern for 
state’s rights, citing evidence from the Federalist Papers No. 10 and 51 and other 
primary source texts. (H, P)



RUBRIC


